actile defensiveness, a sensory integrative disorder often seen in children with learning disabilities and emotional disturbances (Ayres, 1964) , is characterized by an aversive reaction to nonnoxious tactile stimuli. Behaviors (Nam, Kim, Shin, & Chung, 1986; Rustioni & Conti, 1986) , and this modulation is dependent on informa_ tion descending from higher levels of the central nervous system (f isher & Dunn, 1983 (Royeen, 1989; STilbarger & Royeen, 1988 Royeen, 1988) . This concepr was firsr expressed in the literature by Knickerbocker (19g0) .
Despite continued research (Bauer, 1977; Kinnealey, 1983; Larson,1982) and theory development (Eisher & Dunn, 1983; \Tilbarger & Royeen, 198g) (Royeen, I985a, I985b, 1987) .It is importanr ro nore that the use of the TIE presumes that the child being tested has the following characteristics:
. (Miller, 1988 Proper interpretation of the child's score requires an understanding that a high raw score does not indicate a better performance. As indicated earlier, the response format for the TIE is 7 : no,2 : a littte, and 3 : a lot. The child whose response is a lot for many of the test items, therefore, will receive a higher raw score than the child whose response is often a tittte. Thus, the higher the raw score, the more the child's self-reported behaviors are associated with those of a tactually defensive child. Conversely, the lower the raw score , the less the child's self-reported behaviors are associated with those of a tactually defensive child. In short, the higher a child's score, the more his or her self-reported behaviors are associated with behaviors indicative of tactile defensiveness.
By using Table 2 to converting the raw score into the corresponding percentile score, the therapist has a standard reference by which to compare a child,s responses to those of the normative sample, It is important to note again that a higher percentile score does not mean a better test performance. Rather Step 2. Multiply the number of responses per caregory by the number of that caregory: 2rX7=27 5x2:10 0x3:0
Step 3. Add the products for a total scale score:
21+10+0:31 Step 2. Multiply the number of responses per category by the number of that category:
10X1:10 3x2=6 1.3x3=39
Step 3. Add the products for a total scale score: 
